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Fringing mangrove aggregation (A. Myers)

Extensive shell beds

Encrusted oyster farming legacy

Oyster clumps

High profile reef



www.marine.nsw.gov.au



www.marine.nsw.gov.au

What happened to 
our oyster reefs?
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What is oyster reef restoration?

ÅReintroduction of  hard substrate

ÅKnown good levels of natural spat-fall (usually)

ÅFormation of a self-sustaining complex ecosystem forms and 
ecological function
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What is happening in NSW?

Addressing the knowledge gap:

Å Large-scale shellfish reef restoration trials ςdifferent areas, techniques, species

Å Knowledge gathering ςscience, mapping, history, community 

Å Engaging the community and building social licence

Å Building capacity of future practitioners ςDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ άIƻǿ ǘƻέ ŦŀŎǘǎƘŜŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ /atǎΣ  ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ
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NSWôs largest restored oyster reef ï
Port Stephens
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Wagonga Inlet Living Shoreline (WILS)



www.marine.nsw.gov.au

Wagonga Inlet Living Shoreline (WILS)
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INTERTIDAL OYSTER REEF

Å Species: Sydney Rock Oyster

Å Depth: intertidal

Å Area: ~0.3ha total

Å Patches of reef to be 
interspersed with seagrass

SUBTIDAL OYSTER REEF

Å Species: Angasi Oyster

Å Depth: subtidal (~7m)

Å Area: ~0.1ha total area

Å 6 discrete patches with terracotta 
pipes incorporated for juvenile 
Black Rock cod habitat 

WILS ïIntertidal reef + First subtidal Angasi reef 
restored in NSW
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Botany Bay
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Hastings and Richmond Rivers

HASTINGS

Å OWA leading with 

support from LLS 

Å DA to be submitted to 

Port Macquarie 

Hastings Council

Å DPI ïmonitoring & 

evaluation

RICHMOND

Å OzFish leading 

Å DA to be submitted to 
Ballina Council



Knowledge gathering ï

Shellfish Reef Science
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Knowledge gathering ïIndustry and community 

information
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Knowledge gathering ï

Mapping remnant reefs
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Knowledge gathering ïHistorical information
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Knowledge gathering ïCultural values
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Engaging the community, building social licence and 

practitioner capacity


