
Aquaculture New Zealand  A+ 

Marine Farming Association Environmental Certification Program



Environment Programs - Why do it? 

2

 Market access and promotion



Environment Programs - Why do it? 

3

 Market access and promotion

 Social license 



4



Environment Programs - Why do it? 

5

 Market access and promotion

 Social license 

 Staff engagement 



Environment Programs - Why do it? 

6

 Market access and promotion

 Social license 

 Staff engagement 

 Right thing to do 



CREATING A NEW STANDARD OF SUSTAINABLE 

AQUACULTURE



• Formal eco-certification as required for 

specific companies in specific markets 

• Independently benchmarked our ECOPs 

as “performing exceptionally well” 

• Have rated all three species as “Best 

Choice”

CREATING A NEW STANDARD OF SUSTAINABLE 

AQUACULTURE

Species Environmental 

Codes of Practice
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THE NEW 

STANDARD OF 

SUSTAINABLE 

AQUACULTURE

NEW ZEALAND SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE

Integrity

Kaitiaki

Resourcefulness

These are the principles that underpin A+

As marine and freshwater farmers we're 

proud of our role as guardians of this place 

and its people - not just for now, but for future 

generations

A+ gives us a set of tools to help us improve 

on, and tell the story of, this role.



The framework objectives align 

with those of world leading 

environmental certifications - such 

as ASC and BAP

They are our way of proving we are 

world-class guardians of our place 

and people

Healthy ecology
Clean clear water quality
Responsible waste management
Efficient use of resources
Guarantee of food safety
Valuing iwi participation
Enhancing our communities



www.aplus.org.nz

www.aplusaquaculture.nz

Reporting Dashboard 

http://www.aplus.org.nz/


Marine Farming Assn 
Environment Program
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History

• The MFA is a subscription based organisation representing 
marine farmers in the top of the South Island of New 
Zealand

• The MFA has had an active Environment Programme  in 
Marlborough since the 1990’s.  

• The programme was extended to include Golden Bay and 
Tasman Bay in 2010

• The programme is managed by a subcommittee of the MFA , 
the MFA Environment  & Compliance Committee
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Where it began…
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Where it began…
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Environmental
Certification Programme -
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 Introduced in 2016  as a result of an initiative from vessel 
crews

 Vessels are required to be passed as compliant as per the 
requirements of the industry Standard Operating Procedures

 Marine farms are required to be passed as compliant as per 
the requirements of the industry Standard Operating 
Procedures 

 Companies must be an active participant in beach clean ups

 Companies must adhere to industry SOP’s and COP’s



Areas Covered
The Top of the South Environment Programme incorporates the activities of marine 

farmers operating in the Golden Bay, Tasman Bay and Marlborough Districts
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Guiding Principals

• To minimise the impact of marine farming activities on the 
wider environment and community in which we operate

• To minimise generic concerns which from time to time may 
be expressed by other stakeholders and users of the 
Marlborough Sounds, Golden Bay and Tasman Bay
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Debris
• Minimise the risk of debris lost overboard from industry 

vessels
• Minimise the risk of debris lost from marine farms
• Minimise the impact of debris on the beaches
• Improve data collection and reporting on the debris 

collected

Noise
• Minimise the noise levels from marine farming activities
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Key Objectives

Pollution & Emissions
• Minimise the pollution and emissions from marine farming activities

Waste
• Minimise the level of waste taken to landfill from marine farming 

activities
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Current Activities
Workshops – held every two years with skippers & crews to provide 
training, update on results and obtain feedback and new ideas.  

Vessel packs – industry vessel crews have been trained on the industry 
SOP’s and COP’s.

Information on activities is provided to member in MFA Newsletter and 
‘On Water Group’ private Facebook has been set up to share information 
between on 
water crew.

“Adopt a beach” program – year round clean-ups with “Big day out” held 
each December. 
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Recorded Vessel Hours 2009 - 2018 

Year Hours

$200 per 

Hour

July 2009 119 $23,800.00

2010 132 $26,400.00

2011 207 $41,400.00

2012 172 $34,400.00

2013 275 $55,000.00

2014 388 $77,600.00

2015 409 $81,800.00

2016 250 $50,000.00

2017 417 $83,400.00

2018 458 $91,600.00
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Recorded Person Hours 2009 - 2018

Year Hours $50 Per Hour

2009 647 $32,350.00

2010 983 $49,150.00

2011 646 $32,300.00

2012 1628 $81,400.00

2013 1399 $69,950.00

2014 1861 $93,050.00

2015 1779 $88,950.00

2016 1445 $72,250.00

2017 1960 $98,000.00

2018 2312 $115,600.00
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Total Debris Collected 2010 - 2018

1946

1081
1461 1482 1728 1575 1521 1442

1859

989

1003

2258

2861

3385

2331
2763 3137

3915

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

2 0 1 0 2 0 1 1 2 0 1 2 2 0 1 3 2 0 1 4 2 0 1 5 2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8

K
G

YEAR

Aqua Other



Recorded Debris Collected 2006 - 2018
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MFA Induction Video
http://www.marinefarming.co.nz/
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http://www.marinefarming.co.nz/
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Aaron Pannell – aaron@flipfarm.co.nz


