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• OISAS

• 4th Edition August 2021

✓ ESD

✓ Water quality 

✓ Environmental stewardship

✓ POAA

✓ Mandatory standards

✓ Aquaculture permits

✓ Planning and approvals 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/aquaculture/publications/oysters/industry-strategy


Priority Oyster Aquaculture Areas

Areas where oyster farming is the desired outcome

Location, environment and socio-economic criteria

Protect farming areas for now and the future 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/science-and-research/spatial-data-portal
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Priority Oyster Aquaculture Areas

Total 3,545ha

Available 556ha

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/science-and-research/spatial-data-portal



Priority Oyster Aquaculture Areas

Harvest zones

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/science-and-research/spatial-data-portal



Available POAA 



Vacant leases (Class 1)  
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www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/aquaculture/aquaculture-leases

Competitive tender

Transfer between permit holders

Within POAA, a DA is not required



Vacant leases (Class 1) 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/aquaculture/publications/general/management-policies

Aquaculture Lease Allocation Policy changed in 2021

Shellfish Committee approved 

New ground 

Extinguishment of POAA
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Marine leases are also acquired 

through public tender

Sea pens, longline, ranching reefs

Currently in NSW marine waters:

• Twofold Bay: 50 ha 

• Jervis Bay: 50 ha

• Port Stephens: 62 ha

Vacant leases (Class 2) 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/aquaculture/
marine-waters-strategy



Currently four species are farmed on POAA

Interest from industry to use leases for alternative 

species 

Risk mitigation 

Potential for new markets

DPI Fisheries research 

Alternative species on POAA
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Alternative species  

Review of Environmental Factors - access pathway

Existing lease infrastructure

Native to the area
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Sydney Cockle
Anadara trapezia

Akoya pearl oyster 
Pinctada fucata

Venerid clam
Katelysia rhytiphora

Venus shell
Katelysia scalarina

Pipi
Donax deltoides

Commercial scallop
Pecten fumatus

Doughboy scallop
Chlamys asperrimus

Native clam
Tapes conspersus



✓ ? ? X
Can they be grown using existing oyster infrastructure?

Farming potential 



Farming potential 

All need high salinity

Working, tumbling, de-fouling

Condition, season 

Hatchery production   

Venerid clam Katelysia rhytiphora in  cages in 
Coffin Bay. 
Gluis & Li 2014. 

Spat of Doughboy Scallop
Chlamys asperrimus

Zacharin 1995



Market Potential

Pipis $19/kg at Sydney Fish Market 

Peak in 2009 at $35/kg

Cockles $8.50/kg

Existing or potential markets

Domestic - Export

High value 

Market access

Permissible (biosecurity or trade barriers)

Good live shelf life or packaging option

Reliable cold transport chain



Thank you and questions

Aquaculture Administration 

Port Stephens Fisheries Institute (02) 4916 3900 

aquaculture.administration@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Emma.wilkie@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Harvesting oysters in Georges River, circa 1950

mailto:aquaculture.administration@dpi.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Emma.wilkie@dpi.nsw.gov.au

